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Review: Vertigo Sound VSC-3 Quad
Discrete VCA compressor
29 OCTOBER 2018 | IN REVIEWS | BY COLBY RAMSEY

In a robust and fairly deep (400mm/16”) 2U enclosure, the VSC-3 retains the good looks of the earlier unit,

including a blue front panel with an almost jewel-like appearance. As with the VSC-2, the ‘Quad’ in the name

refers to the use of four discrete proprietary 1979 VCAs (voltage controlled ampli�ers) as its main control

elements, one in the audio path, and one in the sidechain of each of the compressor’s two channels. At �rst

glance, the main controls are little changed with, at left, a row of knobs per channel comprising Threshold,

Ratio, Attack, Release and (gain) Make Up.

Threshold and Make Up were continuous pots in the review sample – the others are switched – but an all-

switched option for easier recall is available. Closer inspection reveals that Vertigo have tweaked the time

constants in the new unit as the number of Attack and Release settings have increased from six to ten each,

Release including a new fastest .05 mode and two auto-release positions, ‘fast’ and ‘slow’. To the right are

dual switches for channel bypass followed by another new addition, a Peak/RMS toggle to act either on

signal peaks or with averaged detection. Peak (the VSC-2’s only mode) works well for rhythmic music,

whereas RMS is effective with ambient and other styles where a more ‘glued’ action may be appropriate.

Below Peak/RMS is another addition, a three-position Sidechain switch labelled Stereo, Mono and Dual:

Stereo runs the VSC-3 as a true stereo compressor where peaks from either channel compress both; Mono

sums the two sidechains and is aimed at compression for effect (both Stereo and Mono disable the bottom

row of knobs for simpler linked operation); and Dual separates both channels and metering: with impressive

>-100dB crosstalk, this should be useful for the track or mix engineer compressing two different mono

sources, such as bass guitar and lead vocal.
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Next up on the front panel is a pair of sensitive but wide-ranging (0.25-20dB) bargraph gain reduction

meters, developed in-house, and which I personally prefer over the original SIFAM mechanical meters – the

SIFAMs’ unavailability was a catalyst for the VSC-2’s makeover, as the additional panel space left room for

new features. Apart from a power switch (always nice to see one at the front), the last control feature is a

pair of sidechain �lter switches, which when engaged roll off the compressor’s sensitivity to low

frequencies from either 60 or 90Hz.

In Use

Once the VSC-3 was set up at Lowland Masters, I ran a selection of mastering projects old and new through

the unit including a �ne recent album, Turn To Fray, for UK folk duo Hickory Signals. Their song Who Put The

Blood is mostly acoustic guitar and voice until about a third of the way through, when a dramatic low drum

part makes an appearance. The challenge was to maintain light compression of the upper instrumentation

while avoiding drum hits dipping the whole track, plus preserving the overall ‘wallop’: the Vertigo managed

this with aplomb, helped by the wider attack and release settings and the 90Hz sidechain �lter.

I really like the core nature of the VSC-3’s compressor action: any given input may have a number of

potentially usable compressor settings, empowering the operator to make a suitable choice in context, and

driving it harder increases second harmonic distortion which can add useful colour. From a personal point

of view, I also found that ten years’ additional experience with compressors of all types made me appreciate

the Vertigo’s response more – for me there was an immediate feeling of comfortable familiarity once I

started listening. The VSC-2 added a slight sheen or polish to the sound: this is still the case in the VSC-3

(presumably a side-effect of the VCAs, or possibly the Cinemag input transformers), and I found it to usually

work to advantage.

Key Features

True Stereo SC /Mono summed SC/ Dual Mono switchable

Dynamic Range: 115 db

10 Hz … 70 kHz at -3dB gain reduction

Max. Output Level: + 27 dBu / 600 Ohm balanced �oating
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RRP: £4,208

Nigel Palmer has been a freelance sound engineer and producer for over 20 years. He runs his CD mastering

business Lowland Masters from rural Essex.

COMPRESSOR  LOWLANDMASTERSGMAIL-COM  REVIEW  VERTIGO SOUND

Related Articles

 HOME AUDIO

 INSTALLATION

 LATEST ISSUE

 

Review: Genelec The
Ones 8341A

Reviews, News

Review: Sonos Era
300

Reviews, News, Home Audio

Kitting Out Your
Home Studio on a
Budget

Reviews, News

By using this website you agree to our Terms and Conditions, Privacy and Cookie Policies. Privacy Preferences I Agree

https://www.plasashow.com/ami
https://audiomediainternational.com/tag/compressor/
https://audiomediainternational.com/tag/lowlandmastersgmail-com/
https://audiomediainternational.com/tag/review/
https://audiomediainternational.com/tag/vertigo-sound/
https://audiomediainternational.com/category/home-audio/
https://audiomediainternational.com/category/installation/
https://audiomediainternational.com/magazine/
https://audiomediainternational.com/review-genelec-the-ones-8341a/
https://audiomediainternational.com/review-genelec-the-ones-8341a/
https://audiomediainternational.com/category/reviews/
https://audiomediainternational.com/category/news/
https://audiomediainternational.com/review-sonos-era-300/
https://audiomediainternational.com/review-sonos-era-300/
https://audiomediainternational.com/category/reviews/
https://audiomediainternational.com/category/news/
https://audiomediainternational.com/category/home-audio/
https://audiomediainternational.com/kitting-out-your-home-studio-on-a-budget/
https://audiomediainternational.com/kitting-out-your-home-studio-on-a-budget/
https://audiomediainternational.com/category/reviews/
https://audiomediainternational.com/category/news/


LATEST

Synthax Audio UK appoints Neil
Johnston (ex Focusrite, InMusic)
as Head of Sales and Marketing
8 September 2023

22live adds “tiny” Martin Audio
FP4 for Sigur Rós orchestral
monitoring
8 September 2023

Yamaha Launches First-Ever
Lineup of Finger Drum Pads
7 September 2023

Yeah Yeah Yeahs on tour with
Allen & Heath dLive S5000
7 September 2023

Genelec to launch UNIO Audio
Monitoring Platform and 9320A
Reference Controller at IBC
5 September 2023

Producer DJ Luke Solomon
Chooses PMC 6-2 Monitors For
His Studio
31 August 2023

CATEGORIES

 Music Industry

 Home Audio

 Gear Pioneers

 Deep Cuts

 Producer Pro�le

 Studio 101

 Studio Pro�le

 Venue Pro�le

 Sound Sense

 News

 Reviews

 Live

 Studio

 Installation

 New Gear

 Business

 Studios & Recording

 Event

 Feature

ABOUT

 What is Audio Media
International?

 Download our Advertising and
Partner Pack

 Terms and conditions

    

This site is protected by reCAPTCHA

and the Google Privacy Policy and

Terms of Service apply.

 

     

By using this website you agree to our Terms and Conditions, Privacy and Cookie Policies. Privacy Preferences I Agree

https://audiomediainternational.com/synthax-audio-uk-appoints-neil-johnston-ex-focusrite-inmusic-as-head-of-sales-and-marketing/
https://audiomediainternational.com/22live-adds-tiny-martin-audio-fp4-for-sigur-ros-orchestral-monitoring/
https://audiomediainternational.com/amaha-launches-first-ever-lineup-of-finger-drum-pads/
https://audiomediainternational.com/yeah-yeah-yeahs-on-tour-with-allen-heath/
https://audiomediainternational.com/genelec-to-launch-unio-audio-monitoring-platform-and-9320a-reference-controller-at-ibc/
https://audiomediainternational.com/producer-dj-luke-solomon-chooses-pmc-6-2-monitors-for-his-studio/
https://audiomediainternational.com/category/music-industry/
https://audiomediainternational.com/category/home-audio/
https://audiomediainternational.com/category/gear-pioneers/
https://audiomediainternational.com/category/deep-cuts/
https://audiomediainternational.com/category/producer-profile/
https://audiomediainternational.com/category/studio-101/
https://audiomediainternational.com/category/studio-profile/
https://audiomediainternational.com/category/venue-profile/
https://audiomediainternational.com/category/sound-sense/
https://audiomediainternational.com/category/news/
https://audiomediainternational.com/category/reviews/
https://audiomediainternational.com/category/live/
https://audiomediainternational.com/category/studio/
https://audiomediainternational.com/category/installation/
https://audiomediainternational.com/category/new-gear/
https://audiomediainternational.com/category/business/
https://audiomediainternational.com/category/studios-recording/
https://audiomediainternational.com/category/event/
https://audiomediainternational.com/category/feature/
https://audiomediainternational.com/what-is-audio-media-international/
https://audiomediainternational.com/AMI-Partnership-Plan.pdf
https://audiomediainternational.com/terms-conditions/
https://www.facebook.com/audiomediaint
https://twitter.com/AudioMediaInt
https://www.linkedin.com/company/audiomediainternational/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCN4-PLCmKWeYL5SXjlRSw2Q
https://www.instagram.com/audiomediaint
https://policies.google.com/privacy
https://policies.google.com/terms


Genelec chosen as Finland’s
Brand of the Year
14 July 2023

Genelec elevates customer
experience with �ve-year
warranty
30 June 2023

In Concert at Sweetwater with
TELEFUNKEN Mics – Ariel Posen
28 June 2023

VIEW A L L

 Interview

 Opinion

 Partner News

 Top Stories

HOLOPLOT breaks new ground
with latest product innovation,
X2
12 July 2023

Active Audio’s biggest-ever
installation is in major rail
station
12 June 2023

Adam Hall announces the
creation of Adam Hall Integrated
Systems
19 January 2023

Optimal Audio Appoints TMP Pro
as USA Distributor
18 October 2022

© Copyright Audio Media International Limited. All rights reserved.  Talk to our Partnerships Team >  Talk to the Editorial Team >

 

By using this website you agree to our Terms and Conditions, Privacy and Cookie Policies. Privacy Preferences I Agree

https://audiomediainternational.com/genelec-chosen-as-finlands-brand-of-the-year/
https://audiomediainternational.com/genelec-elevates-customer-experience-with-five-year-warranty/
https://audiomediainternational.com/in-concert-at-sweetwater-with-telefunken-mics-ariel-posen/
http://audiomediainternational.com/category/new-gear/
https://audiomediainternational.com/category/interview/
https://audiomediainternational.com/category/opinion/
https://audiomediainternational.com/category/partner-news/
https://audiomediainternational.com/category/top-stories/
https://audiomediainternational.com/holoplot-breaks-new-ground-with-latest-product-innovation-x2/
https://audiomediainternational.com/active-audios-biggest-ever-installation-is-in-major-rail-station/
https://audiomediainternational.com/adam-hall-announces-the-creation-of-adam-hall-integrated-systems/
https://audiomediainternational.com/optimal-audio-appoints-tmp-pro-as-usa-distributor/
mailto:rosie@audiomediainternational.com
mailto:news@audiomediainternational.com

